Social Sciences 3QO3: Women and Family in Canada
Location: BSB 147
Time: Mondays and Thursdays 3:30 – 4:20

Instructor: Dr. David Penner

Office Hour: Mondays 2:30 – 3:30 in KTH 208.
Email: Via Avenue Only
Telephone: 905-525-9140 x20125
Course Description

Women despite, or besides, the impressive and essential gains that have been made on a personal, social, political and economic level are still, for better or worse, intimately tied to the idea of family. The identity of women is both measured and negotiated, by herself and by her society, in regards to her relationship to the family of her youth and the spectre of creating one’s own family. 

This course considers that the ways that we conceive of family is as an idea. Reproduction is a biological possibility and it is also arguable that the need for family has a similar biological value. However this course offers that the ways that we conceive of family, and of the women included within them, are cultural ideas that are representative of beliefs, values, hopes and oppressions that both structure and limit the accounts of freedom and identity that women are allowed to consider and fathom. We will begin by considering the origin of the modern family and extend from this point to consider many of the various issues and images that confront, control and compel modern women in their own movements of life. The course promises to explore the relationship between women and family in ways both familiar and provocative.  
Course Texts

Coursepack Available From Titles
Method of Evaluation

Reflection Papers: 4 x 15% = 60%

Four times during the course of the term (see Week by Week Outline for Assignment Dates) you will be asked to produce a one single-spaced page reflection on one of four provided questions. The questions will be posted on the Avenue website one week before they are due. Electronic submissions through Avenue are the desired method for your submission of the assignment. The assignment is a reflection paper not a demonstration of your ability to repeat the thoughts of the course instructor. You are asked to provide your own thought. Your own thought is not a long held opinion or a reaction but instead represents your fresh thoughtful consideration of the topic being addressed. You will be graded in relation to the depth of your insight and the clarity with which you express your thought. Brilliance is not expected or demanded. Honest and thoughtful engagement is a prerequisite to a high mark on these assignments.
Take Home Exam: 40%

The final exam will consist of a number of short essay questions relating to the course as a whole. You will be responsible to submit your exam in the time allowed.

Grade Appeals: If you think that your reflection papers have been inappropriately graded please take the following steps. Write a note explaining why you think the grade is inappropriate. Attach this note to your paper and return it to the person who marked it. If you are still unsatisfied after discussing it with the grader, bring it to the attention of the course instructor. If you are unsatisfied after discussing it with the instructor, bring it to the attention of the Associate Dean of Social Sciences. Appeals of final exams are made through the registrar office. 

IF YOU MISS A TEST OR REQUIRE AN EXTENSION ON AN ASSIGNMENT… You must receive authorization from your faculty office (e.g., Social Sciences, Humanities, Business, etc.; whichever faculty you are registered in) for any accommodations to be considered. 
If you are not a Social Science student, you must find out what the procedures are in your faculty. In Social Science, students take the appropriate documentation (e.g., physician’s note) to the faculty office. Personnel there determine whether it is an acceptable, properly documented reason. If it is, they will send the course instructor a notice authorizing alternate arrangements to be made with you. Doing so is entirely at the discretion of the instructor; the faculty office simply authorizes us to permit them or not. It is up to the instructor to determine what sort of accommodations to make. Possible examples are: a makeup test; reallocation of marks; extra work; etc. Instructions for assignments will include information about late assignments without permission and the late-submission penalties. These will be enforced in any case where the above procedure for extensions has not been followed, without exception. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
It is up to students to familiarize themselves well with McMaster’s rules of academic integrity. Often, students may have no intention of contravening such rules, but do so because they are not thoroughly familiar with them. It is your responsibility as a university student, however, to be so, and not the responsibility of instructors to inform you of them after the fact. A thorough discussion of the topic can be found at: http://www.mcmaster.ca/senate/academic/ac_integrity.htm Take special note of Appendix 3. 

There will be strict enforcement of academic honesty in written assignments and during all tests. Students found to be, or seriously expected of being, in breach of the rules of academic integrity will be reported to the Office of Academic Integrity. 

Keep all notes and drafts you make when writing a paper. If there is any question of the integrity of your paper, you will be given the opportunity to submit these notes and drafts as evidence of the work you did. Also, retain an electronic copy of your final submission. Do not delete it until the course is over and final grades have been received. 
STUDENT CONDUCT 
In large classrooms, such as ours, it is important that students respect each other’s expectations of an environment that is conducive to learning. To this end, please be familiar with McMaster’s Student Code of Conduct, which can be found at: http://www.mcmaster.ca/univsec/policy/StudentCode.pdf or in the hardcopy of the Undergraduate Calendar. For the purposes of this course, please: 

1 Turn off all cellphones before entering the classroom; 

2 Minimize talking during lecture or presentations: students having conversations amongst themselves will be asked publicly to stop doing so and, if they persist, will be asked to leave the lecture hall; 

3 Laptops are permitted for note taking use only. Students found to be using their laptops for any purpose other than taking class notes will be asked to turn off their laptops or to leave the classroom; 

4 Students will not be allowed to exit the room prior to the end of the scheduled period during the in-class tests. 

DISABILITY ISSUES 
If you require special accommodations due to an impairment, please contact the Centre for Student Development for more information: http://csd.mcmaster.ca/ Do this at the start of the term, if at all possible. Note that all accommodations must be specified at the outset.

Week By Week Outline 
January 5th: Introduction to Course
January  9h: The Origin of Family (Readings: “The Triumph of Family Planning”, McLaren; “The History of the Family”, Reid) 
January 12th The Idea of Marriage (Readings: “Marriage: From Partnership to Companionship to Symmetry”, Michael)

January 16th: Killing the Erotic (Readings: “Uses of the Erotic”, Lorde)

January 19th:  The Roles of Women (Readings “Onceuponatime: The Roles”, Dworkin; “Changes in Women’s Role Participation”, Lewis.)

First Reflection Paper Questions Distributed

January 23rd  and 26th: The Roles of Women: Daughters of Mothers and Fathers (Readings: “Mother-Daughter Barriers”, Caplan; “Mother Blaming and The Feminine Mystique”, Plant; “Filial Oedipi: Father and Daughter in Freudian Theory”, Willbern)
First Reflection Paper Questions Due

January 30th and February 2nd : Images of Romance and Sex (Readings: “I’m Nothing Like You!”, Cobb; “Romancing Women Readers”, Thurston)
Second Reflection Papers Questions Distributed

February 6th and 9th: Adult Relationships and Family (Readings: “Marriage and the States of Life”, Thatcher; “Mystique Chic”, Kingston.)

Second Reflection Paper Questions Due

February 13th and 16th: Pregnancy and Society (Readings: “Let’s Grow”, City of Hamilton; “Now That You’re Pregnant”, Murkoff; “Pregnant Bodies as Public Space”, Kukla; “Motherhood as Moral Transformation”, McMahon.)

February  27th and March 2nd : Images of Family (Readings: “Ideals & Illusions”, Galican. Available Electronically through the Library from the text Sex, Love and Romance in the Mass Media or in the Electronic Readings Coursepack; “This is Not My Beautiful House!”, Pozner)
Third Reflection Paper Questions Distributed

March  6th and 9th : Raising Children and Pursuing Adult Education (Readings: “Dr. Laura’s Neighborhood”, Douglas and Michaels. In coursepack; “Welcome to the Pleasuredome”, Quinn. Available Electronically through the library from the text Challenges and Negotiation for Women in Higher Education)
Third Reflection Paper Questions Due

March 13th and 16th: Careers and Family Space (Readings: “Chapter Two”, Woolf; “The Way We Live Now”, Hirshman.)

March 20th: Violence (Readings: “Intimate Partner Violence Against Women” Basile and Black; “Before and After”, Author Undeclared)
Fourth Reflection Paper Questions Distributed

March 23rd  and 27tht:  A Pornographic Society and How We Think of Women (Readings: “Pornography”, Dworkin; “Harm to Women”, White. In coursepack.)
Fourth Reflection Paper Questions Due
March 30th and April 3rd: Modern Culture and the Ideology of Family (Readings: TBA)
April 6th: Diversity and the Mainstream Family (Reading: TBA)

The Instructor reserves the right to alter this course outline with provided warning. Such potential alterations would be posted on the Avenue website.
